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Local Organizations Unite to Hold 2nd Annual Interfaith Vigil Against Hate Violence

(Lexington, KY – 10/24/00) On November 5th, Lexington organizers will hold a public vigil to raise awareness and remember victims of violence and to address the most common source of prejudice and hate: fear.  This is an opportunity for the Lexington community to unite and take a stand against hate and hate violence.  Everyone is invited to come and light a candle in memory of victims of hate crimes and to stand as a part of a community effort to STOP THE HATE.  The vigil will be held in downtown Lexington at Triangle Park from 6:30 p.m. until 7:30 p.m.

“While we hear about the cases of hate crimes in other parts of our nation, we must recognize that hate crimes are happening right here in Lexington.  We must continue to confront and oppose any manifestations of hatred and prejudice toward any group or individual.  Each of us must take every opportunity to publicly take a stand against hate and intolerance,” said Sandra Noble Canon, Executive Director, National Conference for Community and Justice.

The STOP THE HATE campaign defines hate violence as acts motivated by hatred toward members of a targeted group.  This includes attacks on people or property, and tends to be excessively brutal.  While robbers generally use only as much force as necessary to steal desired goods, people motivated by hate often torture their victims purely out of a wish to cause pain.  Perpetrators of hate crimes often act in order to assert their power over the targeted group.

Our nation remembers the terror and hate that killed Isaiah Shoels, Matthew Shepherd and James Byrd, but we know that there are countless victims who have suffered the humiliation, fear and isolation of hate crimes.  According to FBI statistics, during 1998, a total of 7,755 bias-motivated criminal incidents were reported.  Of the 7,755 incidents, 4,321 were motivated by racial bias; 1,390 by religious bias; 1,260 by sexual-orientation bias; 754 by ethnicity/national origin bias; 25 by disability bias; and 5 by multiple bias.  The 7,755 bias-motivated incidents involved 9,722 victims.    

Sponsors for Lexington Interfaith Vigil Against Hate Violence include:

Asociacion de Hispanos Uidos (AHU)-Lexington Hispanic Association

Baha’is of Lexington

Catholic Action Center

Central Kentucky Council for Peace and Justice

Central Kentucky Jewish Federation

Downtown Christian Unity Task Force (DCUTF)

The Humanitarium: Center for Culture and Diversity

Kentucky Fairness Alliance Bluegrass Chapter

Lexington Commission on Race Relations

Lexington-Fayette Urban County Human Rights Commission

Lexington Friends Meeting

National Conference for Community and Justice (NCCJ)

Office of the Mayor

Partners for Youth

Path of the Personal Divine Ministries, Inc.

R.A.C.E. for Lexington

St. Augustine’s Episcopal Chapel and Canterbury House

Transformation House

Unitarian Universalist Church of Lexington

Youth Violence Prevention Program

YWCA of Lexington

YWCA Phillis Wheately Center

YWCA Spouse Abuse Center

